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l *. ■ RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 

dated 22 May 1862;— /or, 



COPIES “of a Memorial lately presented to the Lord Lieutenant o $ Ireland 
by the Lord Bishop of Down, Connor, and Dromore , on behalf of certain 
Clergy and Laity of his Diocese, on the Subject of National Education 
in Ireland 

“ Of the Statement read by the Bishop on presenting such Memorial 

“ And, of any Correspondence which has since taken place between the Lord 
Lieutenant and the Bishop on the Subject.” 



The Lord Bishop of Down and Connor and Dromore to his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant. 

The Palace, Holywood, Belfast, 

My dear Lord, 21 February 1862. 

I believe your Excellency is aware of the important movement that has been 
going on in my diocese, with a view of ascertaining whether there could be any 
accommodation of the differences hitherto existing in reference to the National 
Education question. It is, therefore, with no small satisfaction that I am enabled 
to lay before your Excellency the result in the enclosed memorial, which, after 
long and earnest deliberation, was unanimously adopted by the subscribers, and 
wilj, when more numerously signed by the clergy and laity, be presented to you 
(with your permission) by a deputation. I feel it, however, due to your Excel- 
lency to forward for your consideration a copy in its present state. At no period 
of the prolonged and painful controversy on national education has a document 
of so weighty and so momentous a character been presented to Her Majesty’s 
Government ; never before was the great and cardinal principle of the national 
education system of “ non-compulsion on religious instruction ” been so 
generously and so candidly conceded ; and the memorialists confidently hope 
that in adopting the Rule, and the very language of the Board, “ That no child 
shall be compelled to receive or to be present at any religious instruction to 
which the parent or guardians object,” they are not unreasonable in requesting 
such an authorised exposition of the Rule respecting the use of the Scriptures, 
without a departure from its spirit, as will enable them to make slight and casual 
reference to it at the hour of secular instruction, should occasion absolutely 
require it ; provided always, that under this privilege no religious or denomi- 
national teaching be introduced. Whilst in common with the old friends of the 
national education system who have signed the memorial, I fully admit that the 
present system satisfies my conscience, yet we feel that we would be unmindful 
of the blessings which flow to a diocese from the Bishop and the great majority 
of the clergy and laity being in perfect harmony on so vital a question if we 
stood aloof, when so conciliatory, just, and reasonable a memorial has been dis- 
interestedly and generously adopted, at which no denomination can take excep- 
tion, guarding as it does, against all attempts at proselytising from any quarter. 

Your Excellency will observe, that the memorial has been signed by five of 
the Incumbents of Belfast, among them by two of the oldest and most influen- 
tial, the Rev. Messrs. M'llwain and Campbell, to whose co-operation much of 
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its success is attributable, and I have reason to believe it will receive the signature 
of the majority of the clergy of my diocese, together with the leading laity. I 
do not think I am exaggerating the importance of the movement in looking upon 
it as the dawn of that day which, after 30 long and weary years, has been strug- 
gling to break through the cloud of error and delusion which has warped the 
judgment of many conscientious men, and which, if carried out, will restore to 
the Established Church its due place in the education of the country. 

And now, my dear Lord, forgive me if I consider the part I have been thus 
privileged to take in this matter, calculated as it is to reconcile many differences, 
and allay many heart-burnings, as not the least of the many personal blessings 
which has resulted from a 12 years’ episcopate. 

I am satisfied that the memorial will, when presented, receive your earnest 
consideration, and I look with confidence to its securing the full concurrence of 
your Excellency and Her Majesty’s Government. 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) Robert Down and Connor and Dromore. 

His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, k. g. 



Memorial of the Clergy and Laity of the Diocese of Down and Connor 
and Dromore. 

To His Excellency the Earl of Carlisle , k.g., Lord Lieutenant General, and 
General Governor of Ireland. 

May it please your Excellency, 

We the undersigned Clergy and Laity of the United Church of England and 
Ireland, resident in the united diocese of Down and Connor and Dromore, beg 
leave respectfully to request your Excellency’s attention to the following state- 
ment of our views and opinions respecting the present state of National Educa- 
tion in Ireland : 

1. We are strongly convinced of the great importance of the Established 
Church being enabled to take its due place in the education of the country. 

2. We deeply regret the fact that such has not hitherto been the case in 
Ireland, arising chiefly, as we believe, from the existence of conscientious scruples 
on the part of many of its members, respecting the use of the Scriptures in 
national schools. 

3. Considering it most undesirable that this state of things should continue, 
we have anxiously and carefully reviewed the whole subject, with the purpose of 
ascertaining whether any accommodation of the differences hitherto unhappily 
existing be feasible. 

4. Taking into consideration the protracted nature of the controversy, the 
clearer understanding of the matters in dispute which has arisen, as well as the 
improved state of information among the middle and humbler classes, we are 
willing to adopt the practice of non-compulsion in religious instruction as 
embodied in the rule of the national system, “that no child shall be compelled 
to receive or to be present at any religious instruction to which his parents or 
guardians object.” 

5. Our views thus explicitly given, we consider it but justice to ourselves and 
to so many of our brethren who still remain unconnected with the Irish national 
system, to request an authorised exposition of the meaning of the rule of the 
Board respecting the use of the Scriptures in national schools, being convinced 
that such an explanation of that rule, without departure from its spirit, might be 
afforded as would remove what has hitherto appeared to be an implied and un- 
necessary restriction on the same. 

6. Inasmuch as we have neither desire nor intention to use the Scriptures in 
our schools for denominational or controversial purposes, during the hours or 
general instruction, we would respectfully submit that such an assurance is 

° sufficient 
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sufficient to obtain from competent authority a corresponding explanation to the 
effect, that the rule of the Board was not originally intended, and shall not be 
enforced, to prevent the manager or teacher of any school from making such 
reference to any part of the Word of God as occasions may demand, provided 
that under the appearance of exercising this just right, no religious teaching of a 
denominational character be introduced. 

7. Were such an authorised exposition of the rule of the Board given, we 
believe that all which ought to be considered essential in the matter of religious 
and secular instruction, in connexion with national education, taking into account 
the present condition of this country, would be amply provided for ; while, at 
the same time, those scruples which prevent so many conscientious members of 
the Established Church from accepting the proffered aid of the State for schools, 
would, we trust, be removed. 

We, therefore, pray your Excellency to take the foregoing statement into your 
favourable consideration, with a view to the proposal therein contained being 
carried out in such a manner as may, to your Excellency’s wisdom, appear best 
and most desirable. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) Robert Down and Connor. 

George Bull, d.d., Dean of Connor. 

R. Davison. 

John Thompson , j.p., Lowwood. 

Thomas Hindis , Prebendary of Cairncastle. 

Maurice McKay , ll.d., Rector of Magheragal. 

R. W. Bland , Clk., j.p. 

John Clarke , j.p. « 

Alfred J. Lee , Rector of Ahoghill. 

G. C. Smyth, Vicar of Carnmoney. 

JV. S. Tracy , r. m. 

Richard Oulton, Military Chaplain. 

John Preston. 

Charles E. McKay , Rector of Lame. 

C. P. Reichel, d.d. 

William Ewart, Jun. 

James Marshall, Incumbent of St. Mark’s. 

Robert Stewart, m.d. 

William MDlwaine , Incumbent of St. George’s. 

Joseph John Murphy. 

L. Studdert Kennedy , Curate of Holywood. 

Theo. Campbell, Incumbent of Trinity Church. 

W. Bottomley. 

Isaac J. Murphy. 

C. G. Knox, ll.d., Vicar General. 

R. S. Gregg, Incumbent of Christ Church. 

George Wilson, Assistant Curate of St. George’s. 

Edward Clarke. 

Richard Ross, m. d. 

Thomas W ann. 

John Crossley, Incumbent of St. Matthew’s. 

John Bristow, Incumbent of Glencraig. . 

Conway E. Cartwright , Curate of Christ Church. 

George T. Payne, Vicar of Templecorran. 
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His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to the Lord Bishop of Down and Connor 
and Dromore. 

My dear Lord Bishop, _ Dublin Castle, 25 March 1862. 

1 have the honour to enclose a communication from the Commissioners of 
National Education, on the subject of the memorial which you and other gentle- 
men connected with your diocese placed in my hands. 

While I must feel regret that a proposition brought forward in so considerate 
and amiable a spirit, directed to the ends of removing conscientious objections, 
and more widely diffusing the benefits of enlightened education, should not be 
crowned with success, I confess that I do not see how the Commissioners could 
have arrived at any other conclusion. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Carlisle. 



Office of National Education, 

May it please your Excellency, 24 March 1862. 

We have bad the honour of laying before the Commissioners ot National Education the 
memorial addressed to your Excellency by the bishop and 87 of the clergy and by 
Viscount Masserene and Ferrard, and 119 laymen of the United Church of England and 
Ireland resident in the uniied diocese of Down, Connor and Dromore, praying that the 
rule of the Board as regards the reading of the Holy Scriptures shall not be enforced to 
prevent the manager or teacher of any school from making such reference to the Word of 
God as occasions may demand during the hours of general instruction, provided that, under 
. the appearance of exercising this just right no religious teaching of a denominational 
character he introduced. . 

We are now directed to acquaint your Excellency that, with the most anxious desire to 
extend the benefits of the national system as much as possible, the Commissioners cannot 
approve of the modification of the rule with regard to the reading of the Scriptures as pro- 
posed by the memorialists, the Commissioners being decidedly of opinion that such modifi- 
cation would be subversive of the fundamental principle of the national system of 

Cd Tim Commissioners further direct us to state, that according to the rule of the Board the 
managers of national schools have full liberty to set apart a sufficient portion of each day 
for the reading of the Holy Scriptures, and for other religiouB exercises, as prayer and 
catechetical instruction; and that during such time it is quite competent for the conductors 
of schools to use all such means of moral and religious admonitions as may seem to them 
• good for the direction or correction of the children attending their schools, provided only, 
that no means, direct or indirect, be used to induce children to attend at such time contrary 
to thg wishes of iheir parents and guardians. 

We return the memorial. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Crw, l Secreterie! , 
James Kelly, j 

To his Excellency the Earl of Carlisle, k.g,, 

Lord Lieutenant General, and General Governor of Ireland. 



The Lord Bishop of Down and Connor to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 

My dear Lord, The Palace, Holywood, 27 March. 

Whilst I beg to thank your Excellency for the kind and friendly spirit m 
which you have acknowledged the receipt of the memorial which I had the 
honour, in company with a deputation from my united diocese, to present t0 y° u 
on the subject of National Education, I must at the same time on the part of the 
memorialists, draw your attention to an error into which the Commissioners o 
National Education have fallen. We did not seek any modification of their rule 
with regard “to the reading of the Scriptures” during the hours of general 
instruction, but simply permission to make such reference to the Word of God as 
r J r occasion 
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occasion might demand. Your Excellency will perceive the marked distinction 
existing between the reading of Scripture during ordinary school hours, and the 
occasional reference to the same in the exercise of what we hope will be considered 
a just right in imparting that “combined literary and moral” instruction which 
is required under the rules of the Board. Under these circumstances, I trust I 
am justified on the part of the memorialists, in requesting your Excellency to 
refer the memorial and its accompanying statement to the Commissioners * for 
their reconsideration, 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Robert Down and Connor. 



His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to the Lord Bishop of Down and Connor. 

My dear Lord, Dublin Castle, 16 April 1862. 

I have received an intimation from the Commissioners of National Education, 
that the reconsideration of the proposal made by the deputation from the clergy 
of your diocese to which you invited them, has not led them to think that they 
can see their way to any alteration in the present practice. 



Believe me, &c. 
(signed) Carlisle. 
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Hugh Caimx.) 
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